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PONUDBA PROJEKTA SODELOVANJA
	Name of cooperation project

	Sustainable local supply with eco - social farms and social cooperative Dobrina 


	Field – Project theme (choose one box)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agriculture                                                               FORMCHECKBOX 
  Nature    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Management                                                           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Culture                                                                      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Food products
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New technologies / Knowledge                           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Trade marks
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tourism                                                                    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-food products
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Forestry                                                                    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other


	A brief description of the project idea 

	Currently, sustainable local supply of seasonal and organic food is endangered by competitive low-priced mass produced imported food flooding the market by monopolistic corporations. In times of global economy crises, a bit higher prices of traditionally and locally produced food cause poorer than expected response of target users to offered supply of goods and services of Dobrina Cooperative. Therefore, in project it will be undertaken an educational-promotional attempt of expansion of sustainable local food supply in Maribor and in region of Slovenske gorice.

With focusing on the promotion of social entrepreneurship, cooperations and organic produce as represented by Dobrina Cooperative through providing local, seasonal and mainly ecological produce and crops to the most vulnerable from the aspect of health – school and kindergarten children, and elderly and disabled living in elderly-care institutions, we have managed to increase the expected share of customers. 
To tackle awareness of social economics and much needed increase of sales we set out to promote the project of Sustainable Local Food Supply and Dobrina Coopertive in elementary schools, kindergartens, elderly homes, hotels etc., with the aim to establish new collaborations. 

It is a fact that organic farming, cooperations, connections between farmers as cooperatives are an ever wider important, as economic and social part of rural development. Europe has a rich tradition of connecting agriculture with social programs. Rich tradition in sustainable local supply it is also in Slovenia.     

We assume that organic farming and wider sustainable local supply in connection with social programs as a supplementary activity can represent a vital contribution to the economic vitality of both farms and the countryside, as also to the welfare of certain vulnerable groups. This project wishes to encourage the transfer of good practice to the local environment, since this sort of linking would benefit farmers (with their innovative services), persons with special needs included in the project (greater socialization, improvement of health condition and material conditions), and the local population (integration and acceptance of differences). 

 

	Goals:

	Starting position/ background/local context of project suggested


	The past years have seen a rapid development of eco-farms throughout Slovenia, and the owners are adapting to new guidelines and the needs of the local environment.  Despite living in the time of consumerism and modern man's fast paced life, there are more and more people who support genuine human relations, connection with nature, and search for quality homemade and locally grown food. All these values can be joined on an eco-social farms, which favours ecological methods of production (local products, short producer-to-consumer chain, and local market) and improves social services (inclusion of vulnerable target groups, raising the quality of life, preserving cultural heritage). An opportunity which has already been recognized is growing seasonal fruits, vegetable, herbs, grapes and crops to processing them into different ecological products. This activity is extremely suitable because of the geographic features of the Slovenske gorice. In addition, it is also a great way to activate vulnerable target groups.  


	Suggested goals / target groups and activities

	Goals:

· to support employment and social inclusion of disadvantaged persons and vulnerable groups,
· to contribute to economic vitality of small-sized farms ant to revitalize abandoned farms,
· to contribute to social cohesion in the countryside and to strengthen local initiatives,
· to strengthen the cooperation between socially responsible agriculture and institutions,
· to restructure social transfers.
Target groups:
· farms, especially small farms, agricultural holdings,
· vulnerable target groups (persons with special needs, hard-to-place jobseekers, socially excluded persons …),
· social protection institutions, health establishments, educational institutions and other institutions.
Activities:

· a look at good practice in an EU member state and transfer of experiences to a local level,
· seminars and workshops on developing  an eco-social farm model which is appropriate for the Slovenske gorice (economically viable model),
· listing possible pilot examples and testing the model on one example,
· promotional activities: communication with target groups, awareness workshops, preparing promotional material (brochure, manual, film).


	Country, region and/or the kind of partner, you are looking for

	· slovenian LAGs wishing to use a similar practice in their area,
·  LAGs from Europe which already have a well-working example of good practice of an eco-social farm.
Languages, spoken by LAG employees

	Slovenian, English, German, Croatian
LAG info:
LAS OVTAR SLOVENSKIH GORIC
Trg osvoboditve 9
2230 Lenart v Slovenskih goricah 


	Country/region

	NE Slovenia
Contact information/person

	dr. Milojka Fekonja 
00386 59 128 773
M: 00386 51 660 865
E: rasg.si@gmail.com, info@lasovtar.si 


	Date of bid: July 2017

	


Interest: 

- BEEKEEPING VOGRINIČ – karl@apcebelarstvo.si 

- MAS PODLIPANSKO – Kateřina Pospíšilová – projekty@podlipansko.cz 

- MAS ČESKÝ SEVER – Marek Hartych – hartych@masceskysever.cz 

- MAS SVATOJIŘSKÝ LES – Luděk Beneš – benes@svatojirskyles-mas.cz 

- MAS ŠTERNBERSKO – Jitka Brabcova – brabcova@mas-sternbersko.cz 

- MAS KRAJINA SRDCE  - maskrajinasrdce@seznam.cz
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